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1 . CONGEN E/C OFFICER AND FAS COFFEE SPECIALIST MET AUGUST 
21 WITH PAULO MOTTA TO DISCUSS RECENT FROST IN COFFEE 
GROWING AREAS. MOTTA IS THE DIRECTOR OF THE PRODUCTION 
DIVISION OF THE INSTITUTO BRASILEIRO DO CAFE (IBC). 

WITHIN THE IBC THIS DIVISION COOPERATES WITH IBC 
ECONOMIC DIVISION FOR CROP ESTIMATES AND, AS A PART OF 
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THAT RESPONSIBILITY, ESTIMATING THE EFFECTS OF THE 
RECENT FROST. 

2. THROUGHOUT CONVERSATION MOTTA REPEATEDLY WARNED THAT 
IT WAS MUCH TOO EARLY FOR ANY DEFINITIVE ESTIMATE OF 
FROST DAMAGE. HE SAID THAT IBC'S INITIAL 1979/1980 

CROP ESTIMATE, DUE IN DECEMBER, WOULD BE THE IBC'S EARLIEST 
CONPREHENSIVE EVALUATION OF FROST EFFECTS. HE WENT ON 
TO CONFIRM PRESS REPORTS THAT IBC'S PRE-FRST GUESSTIMATE 
FOR 79/80 CROP WAS 24 MILLION BAGS. FYI: IBC'S PRELIMINARY 
ESTIMATE FOR 1979/1980 CROP, AS REPORTED WIDELY IN THE PRESS, 

GREW FROM 20 MILLION BAGS ON AUGUST 14 TO 24.3 MILLION BAGS 
ON AUGUST 19. END FYI. MOTTA ADDED THAT MEASURING DAMAGE 
FROM THIS FROST WAS COMPLICATED BY THE SPOTTY WAY IN WHICH 
THE COFFEE TREES WERE AFFECTED (HE LIKENED THE FROST EFFECTS 
TO A MOSAIC). HE SAID THAT AS COLD FRONT WITH FREEZING 
TEMPERATURE AND COLD WINDS MOVED NORTH IT DIMINISHED IN 
INTENSITY. THUS, THE HEAVIEST DAMAGE WAS IN PARANA, LESS 
DAMAGE OCCURED IN SAO PAULO AND ONLY "A LITTLE" DAMAGE 
OCCURED IN MINAS GERAIS. HE USED A MAP TO POINT OUT THE 
AREAS IN SAO PAULO STATE THAT SUFFERED BELOW FREEZING 
TEMPERATURES: THOSE AREAS WERE IN THE VICINITY OF THE TOWNS 
OF LINS. BAURU AND OURINHOS. 

3. MOTTA CHARACTERIZED BRAZILIAN PRESS COVERAGE OF THE 
FROST AS INACCURATE. HE SAID IORNALISTS WOULD TALK TO 
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ONE FARMER WHO WOULD CLAIM LOSSES OF 90 PERCENT OF HIS COFFEE AND 
ON THAT BASIS PROIECT 90 PERCENT LOSSES FOR A WHOLE REGION. 

HE SAID THAT IN HIS CONTACTS WITH THE PRESS HE STRESSED 

THAT AN EVALUATION OF CROP LOSSES WOULD TAKE TIME BUT SOMEHOW 

THESE WORDS OF CAUTION DID NOT WIND UP IN PRINT. 

4. COMMENT. MOTTA WAS OPEN AND FRIENDLY THROUGHOUT MEETING. 

HE SPOKE FRANKLY ABOUT EXAGGERATED PRESS REPORTS REGARDING 
LOSSES AND EMPHASIZED THAT IT WOULD BE SOME TIME BEFORE 

ANY DEFINITIVE ESTIMATES OF DAMAGE WOULD BE AVAILABLE. 

DEXTER 
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